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water far beneath, through a dip in the hills to the left of the
road. The sun and the air become warmer as you dip down
to the lake-side, and if the day is fine, as this one was, you
may encounter the heat of June in January.

The Lake lay in calm sunlight. Fishermen from Tiberias
were at work with their nets round the Jordan inlet to the
north of the Lake, and in the little wood of eucalyptus trees
at Tabgha the black and white kingfishers were flashing and
diving over the water. The only thing that had changed
since I was there last is the preservation of the Fourth Century
mosaics in the " Church of the Loaves and Fishes.33 An Arab
no longer sweeps away the sand from these beautiful relics of
one of the earliest basilicas in Palestine. They have been
roofed over, thanks to the energy of a Scotsman, Major A. A.
Gordon of the Bridge of Allan.

It was hard to leave the lake-side and take the road to
Haifa, which leads upward into the hills thiough Nazareth
to the coast. At Haifa I heard much of the hatred of Arab
for Jew and of the Jew's determination to make Palestine his
own land. A Jew came to see me and cried vehemently:

*'What has my race done to deserve the world's hate?
Where can we go, if not to our own land? "

A Christian Arab came to see me and he said:

" Do you English people think that God intended atheists
to come back to the Promised Land? I could take you to
Jewish colonies round about in which men openly scoff at
God. Why should we sit down and see our country bought up
by Jewish communists? "

To all of which I had nothing to reply. I was heartily glad
to get away from the blistering hatred of a country which
should be the Holy Land. There had been an explosion on
the line and I was advised to take a boat that was on the
point of leaving for Alexandria. Although this made my
journey a little longer, what did it matter? We steamed
southward past the low green Plain of Sharon, past Jaffa,
past Gaza, and were soon in the open sea.

I stepped ashore at Alexandria.